
In advance of Budget 2025, Early Childhood Ireland is calling for a 
radical new approach to Early Years and School Age Care by elevating 
this public good for children to the same status as primary education in 
Ireland. 

High-quality Early Years and School Age Care is often cited as a 
powerful intervention that lays the foundation for lifelong learning 
and better child wellbeing. It can also reduce educational inequalities, 
particularly for those experiencing disadvantage.
 
Early Years and School Age Care is a public good and must be placed 
on a par with primary education.

To achieve this, we are asking for the State to take over the salaries of 
Early Years and School Age Care graduates and to implement a 
five-year plan with a focus on capacity planning and Family Leave.

4 Asks for Children
To Elevate Early Years and School Age 
Care to the Status of Primary Education

#4AsksForChildren #InvestInChildren #DeliverForChildren #APublicGood

A sustained and sustainable workforce

Capacity planning

Five-year plan with a new investment target

Family Leave

Early Childhood Ireland Budget 2025 Submission



As a first step towards a publicly funded model, and to elevate the status of Early Years 
and School Age Care to that of primary education, a date should be set by government 
for bringing Early Years and School Age Care graduates within public sector pay and 
conditions, in line with teachers. 

Publish a five-year plan with a new investment target to ensure that the targets of 
the overarching Early Years and School Age Care policies (First 5, Nurturing Skills, 
Partnership for the Public Good) will be achieved by 2030, this includes Equal Start which 
specifically targets families experiencing disadvantage. 

Guarantee 66% of a parent/guardian’s income during the first year of a child’s life to 
enable them to stay at home during this crucial period.  

About Early Childhood Ireland

Early Childhood Ireland is the leading national 
children’s advocacy and membership organisation. We 
work in partnership with Early Years, School Age Care 
and Childminding settings to ensure that every child is 
thriving and learning. We advocate for an effective and 
inclusive system which values, supports and invests in 
childhood, children and services.

Early Years and School Age Care is provided to children 
from 6 months to 15 years of age in both centres and 
in childminders’ homes.

Currently over 330,0001 children avail of some form 
of Early Years and School Age Care. There are 4,4832  
centres, also known as settings, pre-schools, crèches, 
or after-school. There are an estimated 13,0003 
childminders who care for approximately 52,000 
children.

About Early Years and School Age Care in Ireland

Guided by the data of local Early Years and School Age Care needs assessments, initiate 
a system of national and local two-year and five-year planning cycles, to ensure there are 
enough Early Years and School Age Care places, in settings and Childminders’ homes, 
for children in their own communities.

Implement, in full, the National Action Plan for Childminding 2021-2028.

1. A sustained and sustainable workforce

2. Capacity planning

3. Five-year plan with a new investment target

4. Family Leave
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